6. - Home Rule

This newspaper article from The Pall Mall Gazette on 8 June 1886 reports on Prime Minister
William Gladstone's speech on the subject of Home Rule in Ireland. The Irish Home Rule bills
intended to grant self-government and national autonomy to the whole of Ireland, reversing
the Act of Union (1800).

Charles Stuart Parnell took over the leadership of the Home Rule movement from Isaac Butt in
1877. As an M.P. he obstructed the business of the House of Commons to draw attention to the
grievances of Ireland. Gladstone had decided to support the cause of Home Rule for Ireland by
December 1885 and he introduced a Bill to carry this through the House of Commons in June
1886. The Pall Mall Gazette of 8 June 1886 summarises the speech he gave at the end of the
debate. His closing words: "Think, | beseech you, think well, think wisely, think not for a
moment but for the years that are to come before you reject our plan."” The appeal however
was unsuccessful. The Liberal party was split on the issue, and Home Rule for Ireland was not
achieved until 1922.

There was little effective challenge to Britain’s control of Ireland until the efforts of Charles
Stewart Parnell (1846-91). At the age of 31 he became leader of the Irish Home Rule Party,
which became the Irish Parliamentary Party in 1882.

While Parnell did not achieve Home Rule (or self-government) his efforts and widely recognized
skills in the House of Commons earned him the title of ‘the uncrowned king of Ireland’. The
impetus he gave to the idea of Home Rule was to have lasting implications.

In Ulster in the North of Ireland the majority of people were Protestants. They were concerned
about the prospect of Home Rule being granted as they would be a Protestant minority in an
independent Ireland with a Catholic majority, (Popery was on their minds). They favored the
union with Britain. The Unionist Party was led by Sir Edward Carson. Carson threatened an
armed struggle for a separate Northern Ireland if independence was granted to Ireland.

A Home Rule Bill was passed in 1912 but crucially it was not brought into law. The Home Rule
Act was suspended at the outbreak of World War One in 1914. Many lIrish nationalists believed
that Home Rule would be granted after the war if they supported the British war effort. John
Redmond the leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party encouraged people to join the British
forces and many did join. However, a minority of nationalists did not trust the British
government leading to one of the most pivotal events in Irish history, the Easter Rising.

The four Irish Home Rule bills introduced in the House of Commons of the United
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Kingdom during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, were intended to grant self-government
and national autonomy to the whole of Ireland within the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland and reverse parts of the Acts of Union 1800. Of the two that passed the Parliament of
the United Kingdom the Third Bill, enacted as the Government of Ireland Act 1914 and then

suspended, while the Fourth Bill, enacted as the Government of Ireland Act 1920 established
two separate Home Rule territories in Ireland, of which the one was implemented by
the Parliament of Northern Ireland, but the second Parliament of Southern Ireland was not

implemented in the rest of Ireland. The bills were:

1886: First Irish Home Rule Bill defeated in the House of Commons and never
introduced in the House of Lords.

1893: Second Irish Home Rule Bill passed the House of Commons, but defeated in the
House of Lords.

1912-14: Third Irish Home Rule Bill passed under the Parliament Act after House of
Lords defeats, with Royal Assent as the Government of Ireland Act 1914 but never came
into force, due to the intervention of World War 1 (1914-18) and of the Easter Rising in
Dublin (1916).

1920: Fourth Irish Home Rule Act (replaced Third Act, passed and implemented as the
Government of Ireland Act 1920) which established Northern Ireland as a Home Rule
entity within the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and attempted
to establish Southern Ireland as another but instead resulted in the partition of

Ireland and Irish independence through the Irish Free State Constitution Act 1922.

O'Connell was a Roman Catholic lawyer, he believed that the country's problems
would not receive adequate attention until Roman Catholics were allowed to sit in
Parliament, and until Ireland had a parliament of its own. In 1823, he formed the
Catholic Association, to work for full political rights for Roman Catholics. All of the
Irish people, except the Protestants of Ulster, backed him. In 1828, O'Connell stood at
a by election in Clare, and was elected to Parliament. The government feared a
revolution in Ireland if O'Connell was not allowed to take his seat. In 1829, an act was
passed allowing Roman Catholics to sit in Parliament and to hold all government
offices except those of regent, lord lieutenant, and lord chancellor. But, at the same
time in an attempt to offset the act, the voting laws were changed and many tenants in
Ireland lost the right to vote.

Initially, O'Connell had the support of a group of young men called the Young
Irelander's. In 1842, three of them, Thomas Davis, John Blake Dillon, and Charles
Gavan Duffy, founded a newspaper, called The Nation, to awaken interest in Irish
history and culture. They tried to win Protestant support, but most Protestants opposed
them. They gradually came to believe in the use of force, and in 1848 a group led by
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William Smith O'Brien tried to raise a rebellion. They failed, and the government
transported their leaders to Tasmania.
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